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that every public schoolboy gets which makes him ' to
diitei ' Nevertheless such protests as Eton was not
teaching me the things I wanted to know ' deserve
consideration

It is easy to condemn the schools, but the fact ib, a
human being is bom with a desire to know much about
an enormous number of subjects How is the school
time table to get them all in or an adequate treatment
of any one of them' Then, boy& (and girls too* offer
a resisting medium of extraordinary density Every boy
' resists in a mulish way attempts to teach him, not
only dead languages and higher mathematics, but litera-
ture and science and every subject the ma&ter labours
at, with the average boy a gallon of teaching produces
scarce a gill of learning, and what is the master to do ?
It is something to know, however, that behind all this
' mulishness ' there is avidity for knowledge, not so much
for the light sort (every soit is the right sort?, but put
in the right way, and we cannot say that every wa> is
the right way

I put before the reader what we (of the P N E U)
have done towards the solution of this educational
problem with sincere diffidence, but also with courage,
because I know that no persons are more open to
conviction on reasonable grounds than are many dis-
tinguished Headmasters and Mistresses, may they, if
convinced, have the courage of their convictions!

So little is known about the behaviour of mind that
it is open to anyone to make discoveries in this terra
incognita I speak, not of psychology, of which we hear
a great deal and know very little, but of mind itself,
whose ways are subtle and evasive, nevertheless that
education only is valid which has mind for its objective.
The initial difficulty is the enormous field of knowledge
to which a child ought to be introduced in right of his
human nature and of those " first born affinities " which